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1 L beit 8. Paul to the Cor ch. 5, Ver. 50. 


1 But now ir Chriſt riſen from the dead, and 45 


come the ffi fruts of them that ent. 


5 HE RE are no inkefiibthries'f 1 
5 dent to Man that our great Crea- 
; tor and Redeemer has not or- | 
L dained proper Remedies againſt, | 
5 the greateſt loſſes we are Subject to frequent. | 
Ip become the greateſt bleſſings unto us, tho? | 
| © we cannot ſee into the Divine intention, yet 1 
I wo ſhould all reft cee in the diſtribu- 

1 tions 4 


Va 


of Bliss which can neyer; bedifſglv'd, The 


legrads. oft 2: * 6 * Sek ed 
a0 f Divine Pr idence, Pen 
eſt Afflictions look up to Heaven . _ 
due and thanks. 4 
Was Man's Kheity limited to the enjoy- . 
ments of this Life, and his happineſs to- ter- 
minate by his diſſolution, phorp' 

ſome cauſe for our preferring the mbition 
: and gaudy Grandure'of the Age before the 

ſedate and quiet comiert of deport- 
ment and Religious Occu pin de would 


be leſs occaſion to ſtay our Paſſions and reſiſt | 
dur Deſires 3 but ſimoe it hasi-plealed Gx 


give us a Soul as well as a Body, à Soul eters 
Bal and immortal, it is a matter of the great- 
eſt Moment. to prepare the Soul for a ſtate 


Body is in it ſelf the groſs, material and bry- 
tiſh part of our Co tion, it is an in- 
cumberance to the Soul in, 9 pureſt per- 


feet Contemplation, for upo them aration 
the Soul of good Men do FE IVES a. 
cend into Heaven, and partake of great 


and ae, wen, of 8 Holy 5 1 5 


| Paſſighs again. Fe Auch as the eternal 
Wiſdom of our Lord God, joyn d wich his 
inſmite and undeſery's 
miſe.a Day of general Reſurrection of the 


and Soul ſhall appear before 
the Judgment at of Chrift, to be rewarded 
or punifhed according to their behaviour 3 
this change muſt — upon the Body by a 


all riſe from the Dead, 
Now is Chrift riſen from the dead, and te 
come the firſt fruits of them that ſlept. * 
The departure of our Friend muſt natural- 
ty grieve and affſiet us, we know we fhall 


never ſee him here again, this raiſes trouble 


and anguiſh a us, upon which occaſion 

Faith bids us conſider the benefit he has ac- 
quired by the alteration paſſed upon him, 
ao b us we his AP which PR 


7 


pr N doth pro- 


Body * Bok be reunited to the 44 
muſt be à matter of the greateſt nei ri | 
_ the whole Man how: to demean himfelf in 
Ws Life in order to be made happy i in the 
next, both 


general ReſurreRion, as Chriſt roſe we ſhall 


Wigs AAP. % ** = 
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£83 
ſo much condole, ſhall be his own. again; it 


ſhall not always continye in the Bowels f 

the Earth, but be raiſed and follow the; pat⸗ 6 
tern ſet before us, the Reſurrection of Jeſus. 
Chriſt, which the bleſſed Apoſtle: ſets. forth: 

in the Subject made choice —— this Occa, 


fion,; Now is Chriſt riſen. from te dee ; 
become the firſt fruits of them that ſlept. 
By theſe wards Chriſt's Reſurrection isde- 
clared, Now is Chriſk riſen fromthe dead. 
Our Reſurrection is inferred from his, 


ond become tbe. firſt fruits of them that ſlept. - 


Chriſt's Reſurrection is an Article of Faith 
ſo well proved by the Teſtimony, of many. 
infallible perſons. who ſaw; and converſed 


with him, after his Death and Burial that 


none diſcredit it who pretend to Chriſtianity, | 
or truly aſſent to the Doctrines exhibited in 
the Goſpel ; as to our Reſurrection Chriſt is 

here called the firſt fruits of them that flept, 
alluding to the oblation of the firſt fruits in 


the Levitical Law, which were offered as an 


ee that 8 whole Corps Was | 
| 85 


SGo's, and as a pledge and affurance that 
_ | they ſhould enjoy the whole Corps from God 
again, as you may read in the 23d Chapter 
of Leviticus, for as ſure as the whole Harveſt 
did follow the firſt fruits, Jo ſhall the Saints 
Reſurrection follow the Reſurrection of Je- 
Chriſt is the firſt fruits of them that 
ſlept, not becauſe he is abſolutely the firſt 
that was raiſed from the dead, for holy writt 
informs us of one ra iſed by Elijah, another 
by Eliſba, and of | Lazarus raiſed by Chriſt, 
but they were rai ſed to their corruptable Bo- 
dies ſo as to die again, they were not raiſed 
to a Life of Immortality; Jeſus Chriſt was 


the firſt that roſe never to die again, the firſt | 


that aroſe by his own Power, and he alone is 


| cauſe of our Reſurrection; this Doctrine of 
the Church appear d to the Sadduces repug- 
nant to the nature and conſtitution of Man, 
and ſome of the primitive Hereticks, ſoon 
after the commencement of Chriſtianity did 


the meritorious, the efficient, and exemplary 


— — — —— D—ö:— 


f 


3 oll 
believe Carrem nan eſſe vitæ capacenij that fleſh | 
was not capable of a ſecond Life, they judg- - Þ® 
ed the Body a great incumberance and/bur- |. 
then to the Soul, and eſteemed it one pait of 
the Soul's happineſs to be freed from it, and 
therefore they ſet it up as an eſtabliſhed ab- 
ſurdity, to believe Death the way to a ſe- 
cond Liſe, which argument St. Paul anſwers, 
. thou fool that which thou ſoweſt is not quickened_ 
except it die; he compares our Body very e- 
legantly to a grain of Corn ſown in the 
ground, which quickens after it dies; tho“ 
it dies it doth not periſh; but ſoon revives 
freſh and green; in like manner the Body is 
ſown in the Grave, but it is not loſt, tho its 
parts. are diſſolved by Death, yet they are 
not annihilated, tho? they be diſperſed they 
are not thoroughly periſhed, for whatever 
we loſe by Death is not loſt to God, whoſe 
knowledge is infinite and Power unlimited; 
it is as eaſy to Almighty God to raiſe our 
ales out of the ſcatter'd Aſhes, as to make 
them at firſt out of nothing, wherefore og 
PAL | 8 1 


1 


#6 


(nm) 


13 told the Sadduces who denyed the Reſurrec- 
tion, that they erred, #97 knowing the Scrip- 


mel nor the power of God. St. Matt. 22, 29. 
The Body is here but a deform'd object, 
ſubject to diſgrace and diſhonour, when it is 


laid in the Grave it ſoon becomes loathſome 


Add intollerable, but when it is raiſed it will 
be a glorious Body reſembling the Sun in its 


| fplendor and beauty; we move now by the 


er of material Organs, but after the Re- 
furrection we may aſcend and deſcend like 
Angels; it is ſown in weaknefs, ſubje& to 
| decays of Age, to impotency, and waftings by 
diſeaſes, but after the Reſurre&ion, it will 
become a powerful Body, no more impotent 
weak and feeble, neither ſubject to wearineſs 
and weakneſs; here the Soul is ſubject to the 
Body, hereafter the Body ſhall be ſubje& to 
the Soul, for which reaſon the Apoſtle ſays, 
it ſhall be raiſed a ſpiritual Body, indigent 
of neither Food, Sleep, nor Rayment; God 
himſelf will then ſupport us by his own im- 
mediate power; moſt glorious, moſt goons 
N . rn * * 
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untill the Day of our appr rance before thee, 
at the great and general Reſurrection 
Hail! happy Day when the Soul and Bo- 
dy ſhall again be joyn'd, and the felicity of 
both perfectly compleated, the Heart and 
Soul joyning the Heavenly Choir, Singing 


continual praiſes and eternal Hallalujah's to 


Jeſus Chriſt, our great Redeemer and Me- 


In order that this change of usmay be of 
happineſs, we ſhould take the greateſt care, 
and contend for the glory and ſervice of God 
during the time of our probation and tryal, 
we ſhould often and ſeriouſly conſider upon 
what weak hinges our being here! ſtands, and. 
what this Life is, that Men are thus anxious 
about, thus vainly fond of: which Query 
James anſwers, it is even as a vapour that 
appeareth- for a little, and then vaniſheth a- 
| ach Man can fatisfie himſelf by perſo- 
experience, of the weakneſs and frail 

* _— Structure 


* 
1 Y 
4 * 
* #4 's > 


. 43) 
Structure of his compoſition, and whete ex- 


pbperience fails, rea ſon informs us, that m orta 1 
breath dot 1 perfectly reſemble a vapour, à 


very ſhort and uncertain period of time will 
ſoon conclude our being; notwithſtanding 
this, ſo obſtinate are the Children of Men, 
ſo averſe to conſideration, that neither the 
threats of Heaven can diſſwade from Sin, 
nor the daily Spectacles of mortality induce 
them all to a willing reſignation to the Will 
of God; do Tears and Grief reſemble reſig- 
nation ? do ſobs and fighs reſemble Faith ? 
no, they proclaim our want of Grace, and 
| that 'we think God unworthy of ſo good' a 
Man. The Lord gave, and the Lord bath taken 
away, bleſſed be the Name of the' Lord: We 
ſhould behold this obje& of Death; not only 
with concern for the Joſs, but alſo with reſo- 
lutions to imitate his good deportment, and 
his good ſteps which. he [purſued before us, 
ſome of which I will chalk ont to you. 
. .. Firſt, none can be thought effectually to 
animadvert upon the uncertain Hour of his 
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to Sin, graſted in e e . | 


2 
* 


groth, Tete ag: a hot | 


 forbearance;; this inclination to Vice decerves : 
our underſtanding, 


whence the Prophet Fe- 
remab calls the Heart deceitful above all 
things z it is not enough to beware of thoſe 
external Tem ptations which furround us 


but we muſt alſo dread the Infinuations 


our on Hearts, for in our Chriſtian ware- 
fare, we may diſcern the evil attempts that 
are made within our {elves againſt our Souls; 
if Divine Providence doth affii& us with 
Sicknets, with Adverſity, with Poverty, or 


even with Plenty, we may perceive our own 


polluted Defires Wo W into the Di- 


| ä it, 


«£3 Fs | "Hs, 


"| 2 State, impetin e conceals / 
h intent, and pride often ſays, our rabies 
you is owing to our own merit; thus men 
' often confine their fight to themſelves, 
prononnce themſelves diſpoſers as weft 
as owners of the Univerſe : great God mu- 
minate our Minds and Conſeiences, give us 
all grace to direct our Eyes to thee, and 
- gratefully to receive thy Divine bounty and 
pleaſure, ee on this preſent occa- 
ſion; as our departed Brother has been thy 
devout Servant, * give us Grace to follo w- 
his good Exam ple of Temperance, Humili- 
ty and Charity, let Induſtry ſay, he pr * rd 
his ſeat in Heaven, by a Religious and mo- 
ral deportment in bis occupation, let Juſtice 
proclaim his regard for the Poor upon all oc- - 
caſions as a Civil Magiſtrate, and his Fater- 
nal duty, acknowledge that he not only pro- 
vided for the Temporal proſperity, but alſo 
for the Salvation of his offfpring, by proper 
. en and Religious Example to . 
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_ watchfub-not only for his own Seul, but alſo, 
for the Comfort and Salvation of thoſe that 
knew him; I have obſerved that he took- | 
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 deportment of gur ſelves in proſperity, does 
truly denote a conviction. of the incertainty of 


our Days, or ſhortneſs of humane Life, for 


P 1 a 22'S 3 
While Men are in a low Station, their hearts 
are not diſcernable nor can we ſo well gueſs 


at cheir Inclinations, for want of ability to 


exert themſelves and ſhine forth in Action; 

upon which occaſion our departed Brother, 
iie he always enjoyed a decent OCempeten - 
cy, Vet he juſtly believed it his duty to en- 


creaſe his Charitable reſolutions and perfor- 


mances with his Fortune, as his Subſtance 


increaſed his Devotion grew-; too many vain- | 


- * Perſons upon any addition to their Fortunes, 
r 3 2 A N | , | > 22 
155 525 in the poſſeſſion, and lay their empty 


* 


eads immediately to work, how to gratify 
C5'»'!! et. 
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CY 


RL 2 2 
$7 "4 


i uty and ambition, with fately. * 
bitations and gaudy attendance; this was 
not his caſe, he began with, the Houle of 
Cod, his thoughts were taken up with the 
better part, 5 therefore at his own private 
* expence, he rebuilt, adorn' d and repaired, 
this Church, he choſe to be at thoſe expen- 
ces here, which ſome fe others would have 
3 1 him in, nor did he end in the Church, 
- but purpos d to plant a conſiderable number 
of Proteſtants near it, ſo. well was Religion 
flxed in his Heart, that he improved in his 

| Sun, in ſpight of the vicious Tempta- 
tions of Fortune, or allurements of deceitful 
Wealth, and as a further argument of his go2d 
> Ger ge he aſſured me he would build a 
rity School, and keep a good number of 
poor, büdren, which Chriſtian Act ſo much 
0 and; o well recommended, mult be of the 
greateſt; Henke to our Souls, it is a diſtri- 
bution very pleaſing ay God, and ae 
$iounto apps ea eh. 5 
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e Vices, Ink ks 5 
and de dhe ſatisa tion of my beloved Au. 
dience, infer, that this method and theſe good 
ABtions, Joyni'd with the 'beft ofReſalutwns, 
8 upon our Brother an-happy — 
that they have transferred him from- — 1 
of mortakty, of woe and miſery, to ,a:blifs- 
ful · ad vanecment ef glory ants appinels, re- 


ſerved as equally from-« our knawhedge as en- 


We bi bare a up rnaviiiati knowledpe, WEE 
perfet fi ght of 30d, to ſee the Lord as: he 


1 18, to el no pain, und enjoy all pleaſure - 
and ſolid comfort, to have ey une and 
=—_ want nothing, melt codfiitiite. a ſtate of bliſs 
moſt worthy our Whole - endeayours, 94 
which reafon, we ſhou Id all with the gr gr 
eſt ſincerity, ' bleſs God for the [promotion 
of our departed Brother, with khe trueſt 
ferveney bleſs his LL M for all bis 
Servants departed this in his faith and 
"fs beſeeching 5 to give us Grace, ſo 
to 
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